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ONE DARK HORSE 
(if you can call a Book of the Month Selection 


"a dark horse" - Not everyone's book.) 
February 6 
O'Connor, Edwin Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE LAST HURRAH $4.00 


Report repeated from the August 15th bulletin, when scheduled for fall, as 
follows: "While this has none of the vitriolic bite of Dos Passos' Wumber One, there 
is inevitably a comparison to be made, as Edwin O'Connor writes the story of an Irish 
politician, mayor of a city (perhaps modelled on Boston?) for the major part of his 
half century in politics. He writes it almost in allegory form, it seems at the begin- 
ning, for the major figures have allegorical implications. But as the driving magnetism 
of Frank Skeffington, the mayor who is known to his cohorts as 'the Governor', is demon- 
strated in his imaginative, sympathetic paternalism, one character after another comes 
alive. There's a cynical undercurrent, which Skeffington himself suggests, never fool- 
ing himself as he fools the people. He ends more hero than rascal, as the reader gets 
to know him on his rounds of a final political campaign of the old school. With him is 
® his nephew, to whom he had been a symbol, a legend, who now learns to know him as a man. 
The story of the campaign is told against the backdrop of the city and its teeming 
Irish, with the Italians beginning to spearhead their advance in various factions. 
Skeffington loves his city and its people, accepts its contradictions, its crudities, 
its venality. The Church comes in for a measure of censure. The press gets its punish- 
ment. The boss rule is seen in its declining days- and it is that that goes down to 
defeat. Atlantic Prize Novel. And now February Book-of-the-Month. (1C0:55-1122))" 


AND ONE SURE BEST SELLER 


January 9 









Caldwell, Taylor McGraw-Hill 
| TENDER VICTORY $3.95 










There's almost a revival atmosphere to this story of an idealistic young min- 
ister, of Protestant persuasion, who manages- before the story ends- to inspire a whole 
community with religious and humanitarian and civic zeal. And he acquires in the process, 
security for the waifs of Europe's aftermath of war whom he had brought home with him; 
virtual rebirth for the hard-shelled (soft-hearted) doctor who had felt life held nothing 
further for him; a second chance for the disillusioned, bitter daughter of the high mogul 
who had taken the Communist, power-hungry, line. A host of others, whose lives were 
darkened by the conditions in the ugly mining town, find that something can be done about 
it. And the power of religion is shown as something not confined to Protestant, Catholic 
or Jew, but stronger for tolerance and cooperation. Our "little minister" is this time 

a substantial he-man, ready with his fists when occasion demands, but ready, too, to turn 
the other cheek when forgiveness is the better path. There is a period when even he suc- 
cumbs to rebellion, thirst for revenge, doubt- but he comes through, the stronger for it. 
Taylor Caldwell has an immense following, and this will hold them, despite a wholly new 
approach. (10:55-11559) 
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Three names that pull- with books that are not to be counted among their best:-— Edison 

Marshall with THE GENTLEMAN (Farrar, Straus); Richard Llewellyn with MR. HAMISH GLEAVE 
(Doubleday)=- a cut above some of his recent work, and very readable, though uneven; 

Frank Slaughter with a less sympathetic figure from Biblical history, tm THE SCARLET * 
CORD (Doubleday). Otherwise~ run of the mill. Reports follw. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fictzton 


January 16 


Bouregy & Curl 


Hancock, Frances Dean 
SUSAN BROWN, CAMP COUNSELOR $2.50 


A summer at a girl's camp in Maine is not entirely manless for Susan Brown, for 
there she meets John Coleman whose courtship is impetuous and persuasive. But there are 
problems as well:- a vanished charge who breaks her leg; one counselor's disappearance, 
another's vicious smear which John counters successfully. And at the end of the summer she 
returns home- to find John waiting for her and offering marriage.... Camp Nokomis seems 
like a safe place- for girls from five to seventeen. 


Bouregy & Curl 


Moore, Frances Sarah 
THE RIGHT GIRL $2.50 


Up Michigan way nurse Lauren Gillies, with a concert pianist for a mother and a 
disappointed engineer professor for a father, has set her heart on the-boy-next-door, Mark 
Sadler, and his close, friendly family, for her future. This is ruined when Mark returns 
from an archeological dig with his bride, Belinda. Her broken-heart-mending is the project 
of Mark's young sister, Katie, who has been nursed through polio by Lauren. Katie's loyal- 
ty to Lauren is the means of ostracizing Belinda from the Sadler family as well es the com- * 


munity and it takes a new beau, scandal about Belinda and some home truths to snap Lauren 
into championing Belinda and locating her own real heart interest. Detergently yours.... 


Welch, Maud McCurdy Bouregy & Curl 
COUNTY NURSE $2.50 


Patsy Prescott, county nurse, takes her personal as well as professional obli- 
gations seriously, and an automobile accident for which she feels responsible and in which 
a prominent artist- Timothy Dane- was injured- makes her feel honor bound to marry him. 
The arrival in town of Alan Steele, a new doctor, with whom she really falls in love, only 
makes her all the more skittish- until Timothy bows out- and she feels free to accept Alan.... 
There's a sanforized as well as sterilized look to this uniform by now- but for some it will 


be becoming. 


January 19 


Shedd, Margaret Doubleday 
RUN $3.50 


Some desperate hours in the life of Vincent Tomisch, 15, shadow him through the 
pursuit which follows his discovery of the murder of his baby half-brother, and spot in 
the circumstances of a background in which there has been no emotional or economic security. 
For Mary, his mother, a few years after the birth of a second son, had left her Polish 
husband, married shiftless Flanagan who had fathered her girl twins, died before the birth 
of the baby now in a foster home. For Vincent there are many dark memories,- of an orphan- 
age, Of his stepfather- hung from a tree, of the baby he had helped to deliver. Escaping 
from the grocery store where he worked and where a policeman is stabbed with an icepick, 
Vincent hides in an underground sewer, is forced out, and with a load of dynamite holes up > 
in a lean-to near a church as the crowd waits restlessly along with the police, as his 
mother makes a last appeal before her mind breaks completely, and as his father risks his 
own life to save his son..... Something more than a suspense story, you might try the 
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market of ight of the Hunter or The Fool Killer; much of the dark violence prevails- 
if only for a time- so that your attention will be held rather than your conviction | 
secured. (LC:55-10516) | 


























January 24 


Marshall, Edison Farrar, Straus 
THE GENTLEMAN $3.95 


Edward Stono‘'s ambition to become a gentleman and meet the Carolina low 
country aristocrats on - and above - their own level covers the years 1841 to 1859, 
brings him a variety of experiences, three women and more than one enemy wins him the 
success he craves but on different terms. Knowledge that he is Mason Hudson's natural 
son and that he loves his half brother, Mate, turns him into the devious world of 
gambling to achieve the wealth he wants and makes him ready to help Salley Sass, whom 
he loves, when she asks him to free Mate from ruining himself at cards. Then Haiti 
and a vicious brush with Clay Hudson, a renegade son, where Stono is instrumental in 
releasing a cargo of slaves and learns of diamonds in South Africa. With N'Kulu as 
his Zulu guide, he hunts his treasure and finds instead Dutch Trudi Du Piel, whose 
life and death give him more answers to his questing. Back to Charleston and the need 
to find Mate's murderer brings a deadlier encounter with Clay and gives Stono a chance 
to fight the slave trade and win Salley. Solid story telling of his American Captain 


type. (56-5753) 
February l 


Vaczek, Louis Morrow-Sloane 
THE GOLDEN CALF $3.75 


The world of polyglots, World War II version, takes on a new dimension and 
® a new cutlawry for this story- of two Americans - Caldwell Neal and Dr. Benjamin Biggers, - 
the Hungarian refugees, Count and Countess de Kardosi and their daughter, Margit,- the 
anti-Communist Deputy, Dupuis, and his insane wife, Colette,- Captain Lefrere of the 
Police,- and the Soviet Embassy attache Grustilov. 1949 sees Dupuis' need to break off 
Colette's affairs with Grustilov - and hire Neal, whose price is entree to a world above 
the black market, to kill him. It marks the Countess’ determination - as implacable as 
that which helped them escape from Hungary during the war, and which resulted in rape 
by Grustilov - to rid herself of the Russian's fascination when she sees him again in 
Paris. It leads Neal to believe himself in love with Margit. Neal, watching his plans 
to murder Grustilov, sees the Countess stab him, makes use of this to forward his pur- 
suit of Margit, and, when Communist and political pressure blows sky high, effects his 
escape with Margit. Then, intent on his utter independence, when he murders coldly in 
Italy, Margit learns it is she who loves and he who will master circumstance- and leaves 
knowing he will build a new, still undemanding, still uncaring, fortune and opportunist 
career. Watched bitterly and abjectly by Biggers and almost admiringly by Lefrere, this 
comments dispassionately on the new order, which takes little notice of the old, and 
marks with compassion the futile effectiveness of love. And it is, for all its probing 
and projecting of a mal du temps, tense in action. (1C:56-5608) 














February 2 


Lansworth, Lew X. Doubleday 
OVER THE RIVER CHARLIE $350 94” 


Against the background of the Franco-Prussian War and the siege of Paris, 
is unrolled the story of Jules Luchard and his tour through the art of gastronomy. From 
Rouen he comes to stay with his relatives, the Perochons, while at school; then comes 
apprenticeship to the Ratibons and the Restaurant Classique where the chef, a product 
of Careme, grants him his friendship and special tutelage, along with his philosophy. 
With the siege and food shortages, there is the killing of the zoo animals for food, the 
extensive and explosive rat hunts of Pegou, the supervision and revolt of Les Halles, 
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and the imprisonment of the Ratibons for treason through their carrier pigeons - a charge 
of which they are innocent. Jules finds another patron in Truffe, a pupil of the old chef's, 


and through him emigrates to San Francisco where his restaurant prospers and his family will @ 


join him. This is all threaded through with incidents and emotions of Parisians during the 


Prussian advance, the spy hunts and man-in-the-street opinions, gutter vituperations and 
exclamatory argot, and makes up a sprawling, excited picture in which character is lost in 
the overall animation, and reader annoyance may be prevalent. (LC:56-5587) 


February 2 


Llewellyn, Richard Doubleday 
MR. HAMISH GLEAVE $3.95 /$eae- 


Quite obviously the case of the "missing Macleans" provides the springboard for 
this cloak and dagger story of Hamish Gleave, career diplomat, whose aspirations are view- 
ed through a mist of what might have been had "Father not been such a hare-brained ass". 
And this fog of resentment, this effort to keep up a front to which his heritage should 
entitle him, this confusion of motives and loyalties to "the country" and "to us"- mean- 
ing his own social milieu-underlie the corrosive processes by which he came to this ul- 
timate decision. But as one reads, the confusion deepens. He is oppressed by the real- 
ization that those in the saddle in the Foreign Office are incompetent ignoramuses. He 
has small faith in the Tory government and intense dislike of the Labor government that 
preceded it. He samples one meeting of a new fascist set-up- sort of Cliveden set affair- 
and doesn't like that either. He balks at restrictions on his freedom to see whom he 
chooses, to go where he chooses (what some of the Russians have to offer seems to suggest 
a much more confortable way of life - and his "amie" has more physical allure than Vinny, 
his wholesome, normal wife, whom he loves and with whom he intends to stay). Suspicion 
intrudes within the office family when one man is proved a traitor and kills himself- 
sneering at them all; and another is ousted for homosexual accusations by the Americans 
(anti-American feeling is an almost universal factor). The book is irritatingly over- 
written, discursive, and not really convincing, so that almost to the end one is sure that 
Hamish Gleave won't go behind the Iron Curtain. The intimation is that his wife and child- 
ren are to follow- but their final scene, with his infidelity aired- makes one question this 
fidelity to fact... A better book than Rodney Garland's The Troubled Midnight -(Coward 
McCann-1955), but.not up to the sustained interest of Geoffrey Hoare's The Missing Macleans- 


(Viking-1955). (LC:56-5588) 


Marlett, Melba Doubleday 
THE FRIGHTENED ONES $5900 /$3.50 


Five- two novelettes and three short stories- pass time pleasantly and with the 
exception of one suspense story, deal with domestic situations. A man's consuming concern 
with his business costs him his family, but his sense of isolation lasts only during the 
days in which he fears his wife may die; a girl marries a divorced man, publicly pitied for 
his shrewish wife, only to become his second victim; an officious parent- of a hopeless 
student- subverts the school system; a countess and a minister collaborate to prevent a 
crime- and cause another; and an exposure to fear, as a killer makes a prison escape, changes 
the pattern of the lives he threatens A perishable if proficient form of entertainment- 


for women to rent. (10:56-5442) 


Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday 
THE SCARLET CORD $3.95 


Fourth in the novels drawn from Biblical backgrounds, this turns back to the Old 
Testament for inspiration- and, frankly, little more. Turn to the Book of Joshua for the 
few scattered verses on which the pyramid of the story of the woman of Jericho, Rahab, 
"the harlot", has been erected. Two thirds of the story actually deals with an imaginary » 
fictional account of Rahab, who lived in the land of the Amorites, but was of the seed of 
Abram and worshipped the one god, Yah, a god of peace and love. She had little sympathy 
with the war waged in the name of their deity from invaders from the south, the Habiru, 








€ 
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who claimed that the land of Canaan had been granted their ancient leader, Moses, and 
whose new leader, Joshua, felt that the Lord spoke through him, urging him on. The 
Biblical story is woven in at the point where Rahab has submitted to the embraces of 
the king of Jericho, and after his death gives shelter to spies of the Habiru, sent 

by Joshua whom she had loved many months before, and whose child she had borne. From 

that point on, with considerable embroidery, Frank Slaughter tells the tale of the 

fall of Jericho, and the subsequent campaigns; of the repudiation of Rahab by Joshua- 
and his belated acceptance of his son, despite the crippled foot; and always of the 

physician Salmon, who loved Rahab- and served Joshua and his people. Immensely de- 

tailed in the portrait of the life and times, this nonetheless carries less of con- 

viction than did The Song of Ruth. On Slaughter's name, a substantial sale is guar- 
anteed. (1C0:56-5595) | 








































February 7 ~ | 


Campbell, Patricia Macmillan 
THE ROYAL ANNE TREE $3.50 


A hundred years ago the Vanes sold out in Cincinnati and joined the west- 
ward procession. Pa was constitutionally a failure- and met final defeat with death 
just as they reached the goal in dismal, windswept Olympia, Washington. Ma followed 
him- and Louise, just turned fourteen, was left alone virtually penniless, and glad 
to be taken into a family, if only as a maid of all work. With equally immature ac- 
ceptance of fate's intervention, she married the recently bereaved Uncle Herman, sure 
that love would find her out as it did in the books she read. Instead she gradually 
came to know an abiding fear of the man she had married- a miserly German, who drove 
her mercilessly, cut her off from human contacts, prevented her from becoming pregnant, 
and expected her to keep his house, work beside him in his fields, further his ac- 
cumulation of gold just for the sake of the gold, and do her duty as his wife without 
lessening her value as a drudge by child bearing. The hand of fate intervened- and 
while the ultimate outcome is predictable, the way of achievement affords a new twist. 
A pioneer story, reasonably conceived and developed, but not particularly significant. 


February 9 


Blankfort, Michael Little, Brown 
THE STRONG HAND $3-75 


Hollywood, New York, and a liberated sphere of quite attractive people coats 
the pill (but does not cover up some bad writing) of what is actually a feeling pre- 
sentation of Judaism, old and renascent, while the enduring but conflicting romance of 
Rabbi Leo Berdick and Katy Waterman provides a case in point. It is Ernie Cripton, a 
playwright of no religious affiliations, who introduces Leo to Katy, a Life-—styled 
photographer, watches their sudden attraction with jealousy and even more misgivings 
since Katy, while Jewish, is completely assimilated- and Leo, orthodox, has inherited 
and is dedicated to the demanding spiritual and intellectual tradition of his faith. 
Katy, running away from Leo, meets him again briefly- during the war, sleeps with him 
but is unready to marry him when she finds that Leo wants a holy love- not private sin. 
Again separated, they meet after Katy has married- and lost- a pilot- and this time 
she is ready to submit completely to Leo's world. But the Jewish law insists on more 
than the war department's assumption of her husband's death and when their attempt to 
find an eye witness account fails, a new moment of decision- hers ethical, his relig- 
ious, is reached.... Blankfort, at best a popular writer, while not proselytizing- 
still points the way to the strengthening religious character of his people, encourages 
it with a vehicle which is not otherwise more than a tremulously toned romance. 


(LC :56-5620) 
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February 13 


Earl, Lawrence Knopf 
THE FROZEN JUNGLE $3.50 & 


A first novel, (but Lawrence Earl may be remembered for his other, earlier non- 
fiction books, Yangtse Incident, Crocodile Fever, etc.) in which an untouched world is 
again the central character when a plane, with its pilot, engineer and passenger load of 
four crashes- off its route- on a plateau in Labrador. Hugh Greatorex, an older man, and 
the vice-president of Ungava Ore, is the victim of a weak heart; Prowse, his assistant, 
is an untrustworthy, unlikable figure; Alison Dobie, is a missionary's daughter, leaving 
the wilde for the first time and unworldly if knowledgeable in the ways of the north; and 
Lincoln Dahl, a geologist, drinks to escape a war memory. In the long months which follow 
Alison is the most resourceful, and guards their minimal supplies. They build a cabin, and 
as long as the weather permits, shoot ptarmigan, porcupine and caribou. But during the 
months of killing cold, their nerves are strained and bodies wasted by hunger; food is sto- 
len- and Prowse a justifiable suspect; and Dahl, who sets out in the snow to kill him, ab- 
solves instead the guilt which had driven him to drink- so that when, with the summer thaw, 
they are salvaged- he is ready for his future with Alison.... The formidable forces of this 
frozen jungle sustain an adventure story along simple lines and give this a straightforward 


reality of man embattled against the elements. (1C:56-5292) 


Knopf 


Shaplen, Robert 
A FOREST OF TIGERS $3.95 


Saigon, “a time of cocoon" and compromise midway between 1945 and 1955, and the 
negotiations and equivocations among an assorted group of internationals of uncertain 
status and mixed intentions illustrate an incident in the cold war between the Communist 
Vietminh and the French-sponsored Vietnamese. But over and above the remote, and perhaps 2 


indifferent issue of Indochina and her abandonment, it points a political finger at the 
world at large with the admonition that "the neutrality of procrastination brings on the 
tyrant” -- a lesson which may still be learned on all frontiers. Adam Patch, an American 
with consular status, is alone aware of the dangerous potential of the Vietminh- while the 
French administrators pursue their policy of detached "attentisme". Approached by a Viet- 
namese doctor, Tran, who hopes to secure medicines- and food to cure the "malady of doubt" 
in what he calls the indefinite country which the Vietminh threatens but has not secured, 
Patch re-directs him to the E.C.A., who turn him down. Rebuked for this contact with Tran 
who has conveniently been found politically suspect, Patch witnesses the expected outcome 
as the Communists make their point with guns and grenades, Tran is killed, and Patch is re- 
moved to a less sensitive sphere.... Robert Shaplen, whom many will remember for his Free 
Love and Heavenly Sinners, is an exceedingly effective writer and his novel is an uncompro- 
mising commentary and censure for the serious reader. Limited. (10:55-9269) 


Knopf 
THE CAPRI LETTERS paper $1.25 


The self-centered dossier of Harry, an insolvent expatriate in Rome, pinpoints 
his marital malaise, sexual ambivalence and disaffection-relentlessly- but without re- 
morse, traces his relationships with Dorothea, his mistress and a prostitute, and Jane, his 
wife- as well as Jane's with a lover, Aldo, in the form of a written confidence to a friend. 
Through the years, before and after his marriage to Jane, his secret love for Dorothea feeds 
on the perverse attraction of her profession. Jane, however, is much more tormented by her 
love for Aldo, and hers is a troubled confession to Harry just before her death in a plane 
accident revealing the letters from Capri written to her lover. With the loss of Jane, Harry 
takes Dorothea to America, as a wife and mother to his children, and once he has established 
her in respectability finds that she has lost her allure...These chafed spirits, indulging 
in an appraisal of their doubts, suspicions, and passing pleasures, owe something to Moravia- 
and that will be the audience to approach. (IC:55-10584) 


Soldati, Mario 











« 











December 1, 1955 Fiction ST i« 


February 14 


Verissimo, Erico Macmillan 
NIGHT $2.95 


A dusky allegory of dubious intentions and even more doubtful attractions 
weaves its way through the streets of a nameless city with an anonymous cast when The 
Stranger, his memory gone, finds himself alone with a wallet filled with bills- not 
his- and a bloodstained handkerchief. Haunted by fear andhounded as a thief, he reaches 
a cafe where a hunchback and the "master", a satanic cynic, suggests that he has just 
killed his wife. They guide him on a round which includes a wake, a call house where 
they have arranged a rendezvous for a notable, acity hospital, and finally to a night- 
spot frequented by homosexuals and whores. The hour spent upstairs with Blondie revives 
memories, of his mother abused by his father, of his wife and the enduring humiliation 
of their wedding night, and finally- he escapes to rush home- but to whom and to what... 
A saturnali of disfigured, distorted lives, this nocturnal prowl is spattered with sin 
and sex, pursues its unhealthy course with a deliberate exaggeration. A certain symbol- 
ism may be attached- but the general reader will find himself over his head down in 
these depths. | 


Lon 
\ 


February 2% 


Franklin, F. K. Crowell  _ 
ROAD INLAND $3.50" ‘7S 


Again the unadjusted (The Cleft In The Rock - 195 ) is the central character 
but this time, instead of man in the North, it is Lt. Lee Caine, of the First Platoon 
of X Field Hospital, whose husband is out in the Pacific, and who, from the European 
invasion through the surrenders, is pursued by guilt, loneliness and eventually despair. 
She is embarked on the great adventure with the expectancy of youth but the weeks and 
weeks of unholy carnage; the drive, demands and eventual collapse of their surgeon, 
Major Collier; the attraction of wounded tanksman, William Stainer; and, always fatigue, 
Sleeplessness, and the constant association with pain and death, bring on a protective 
indifference. Through the change of fronts, the backlog of the hospital's cases, the 
treatment of German prisoners, the isolation created by Collier's interest in her, and 
her withdrawal from the reality of her marriage, Lee carries her growing insecurity to 
the point of suicide - when her assignment to the Pacific is cancelled with the Japanese 
victory - and draws back from the breaking point to take on a future for which there is 
no blueprint. The men have had the edge on war novels - here's a woman's part that 
doesn't play down the small glory, the bloodiness, the waste. (LC:56-5474) 


Kenyon, F. W. lid Crowell 


MARIE ANTOINETTE 2 | ~ 2? 3,95 

The story of Marie Antoinette holds reasonably closely to the known facts of 
history while accepting the fictional adjuncts in conversation, interpretation and oc- 
casional distortion of characterization. While one sees the young queen, pleasure 
loving, unwilling to curtail her own conception of a queen's rights, disillusioned in 
her sexual relations with a virtually impotent and cowardly consort, one senses in her 
a slow but steady maturing, a reluctant recognition of personal responsibility. It is a 
compassionate picture, without being sentimentalized. Fersen emerges as virtually a 
knight in shining armor, selfless in his devotion, only at the last moment yielding to 
passion when separation is inevitable. The portrait of the court, of the machinations 
within and without, of the building surge of violence and revolution, of the wave of 
terror that engulfed the country - this provides a half-realized background for the story 
of Marie and Louis and Fersen. Neither great biography nor great historical recreation, 
this nonetheless is a thoroughly readable piece of biographical fiction which would have 
been strengthened by more careful editing and copy reading. Less successful, in this 
reader's opinion, than her Royal Merry-Go Round which it follows chronologically. 


(LC 356-5696) 
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February~?? 4 | +8 a7 


Rodewald, Elizabeth Bacon Lippincott 4 # 
AT THE EDGE OF THE SHADOW $3.00 5 0 


What drove Sarah Winthrop to drink- is reviewed retrospectively and recogniza- 
bly some years later after she has been able to salvage herself and her marriage. The 
protected child of an overbearing father and a too beautiful mother, Sarah's only legacy 
from the wealthy Lathrops is the insecurity which many years later will result in her pri- 
vate- or so she thinks- drinking. The first years of marriage to Jonathan bring the satis- 
faction of a hard life shared and supplemented by four children; as Jonathan moves on, to 
Evanston, and New York, there is the acceleration of too many parties; and finally, when 
they settle in a small town where Jonathan buys his own business and devotes too much time 
to it- there is the increasing fear that she has lost his love, the contempt she faces when 
she is hopelessly drunk, until the revelation that she is destroying Jonathan- not herself- 
sobers her up permanently.... With perhaps not quite the redemptive value of the Lillian 
Roth book, this is still a sympathetic subject with a believable background of people you 
might know- say next door. Men will abstain- but women, particularly at a rental level, 


will be receptive. (LC:56-5860) 
DISPOSURES, EXPOSURES, DISCLOSURES 


January ll 


Ballantine 


Sheckley, Robert 
CITIZEN IN SPACE $2.00 - $.35 

Twelve - long and short - SF tales which touch lightly on technical data and 
make more of unexpected quirks and twists to spark the telling. An out-of-space boy scout & 
gets his badge; a wishing machine obeys and betrays its owners; robots win the Last Battle 
against Satan and are saved by the Lord: a boy does not want to be a wizard; mankind is re- 
jected by his dwelling places, etc. Lively. (1C:56-6652) 


January 13 


Simon & Schuster 


Nichols, Fan 
THE LONER $2.75 

The morbid pathology of a schizoid personality with paranoid delusions charts 
Gil Gray's course, past and present, with his current escape from a mental hospital. Murder 
to get his picture leads to more plans for murder to get the negative, and photographer, 
Joan Markham, looking for the best in everyone, is his prey. Security with her, hatred of 
those who are part of her life, an insane fear of cats, more murder and Gil's fantasy world 
cOllapses under the reality of police and the guy who loves Joan. A sick mind under a slick 


- if disturbing - treatment. 


January 16 


Arthur, Budd Bouregy & Curl 
THE BIG SQUEEZE $2.50 


A New York City Lt. Detective, Dave Ware, gets a smashing greeting when he comes 
to Rock City to see his brother, Gil, and heads into more bashings when he learns Gil is 
dead. Racket boys and hoods tie into a heroin push; the FBI backs him up' the game closes & 
in on the local police connected with the drugsters; and Ware's girl trouble proves the 
biggest headache. Rocked and rolled. 
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January 16 


Arthur, Burt Bouregy & Curl 
€ TEXAS SHERIFF $2.50 


Pete Dixon's prison pardon is arranged by Trav Weldon who pins a tin star on 
him, asks him to officiate in the war between the cattlemen and the homesteaders. One 
of their victims is Mary Hoffman, whom Pete marries, and as the odds against him become 
increasingly impossible, Mary intercedes- first with Pete, then Weldon. But Pete goes 
on alone to finish the job and to put Weldon- the real troublemaker- behind bars.... 
Standard scuffle, for the older members of the bubble gum and box top set. 


January 26 


Tucker, Wilson Rinehart 
THE MAN IN MY GRAVE $2.75 


Motivated by the mortuary this views bodies in transit in modern "burking" 
with Beejee Brooks, returning home after twenty years, the man who follows the corpses 
to their illegal destinations. A cemetery agent, he finds graves without inhabitants, 
trails their refrigerated course to medical schools and overturns caskets as well as 
characters. If you are in the mood for cadavers capering. (1C:55-11018) 


February l 


Canning, Victor Morrow-Sloane 
BURDEN OF PROOF $3.50 


This is Peter Barlow's search to prove his innocence of the murder of James 
Gurney Hansford who had ruined his father by blackmail and for whose death he has been 
jailed. Aided in his prison escape from Parkhurst, on the Isle of Wight, by his friend, 
brain surgeon Ross-Piper, he finds a companion in Catherine Swinton, carries her with 
him in his relentless pursuit of the truth which leads him into counterfeiting on a grand 
scale in the last war; makes him, even in his assumed identity, a man marked for murder; 
introduces him to some strange loyalties, and, ending in Wales, faces him with his neme- 
Sis...The hunt and chase in which the quarry is the pursuer makes for cliff hanging of a 
superior, acrobatic sort. (1C:55-5110) 


a 


February 2 


Bagby, George Doubleday 
DEAD STORAGE $2.75 


Inspector Schmidt does the New York Police proud in the case of the tortured 
corpse when he starts from nowhere and comes up with a carefully dovetailed solution. 
Two more killings resembling the first, the establishment of an extortion set-up, sus- 
pects limited to a known sadist and a close mouthed young couple, a close check of tim- 
ing, temperaments and temptations, and Schmitty closes in.Commonsensical. (LC:56-5596) 


February 7 


Fuller, Roy Macmillan 
THE SECOND CURTAIN $2.75 





Inoffensive, ineffectual writer Garner unwittingly becomes associated with 
¢ the vanishing of an old school friend, now known through letters, and is more unwilling- 
ly connected with further trouble when the friend's body is found. Another death and 
uncommon happenings to Garner knock him out of his safe little world - and send him 
scurrying back. A mental exercise of intelligent British balance. 
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February 13 


Atkinson, Alex Knopf 
EXIT CHARLIE $2.75 * 


An English repertory sets the stage for the poisoning of leading man Charles 
Manion at the end of a performance and Chief Inspector Furniss has to take many a cue 
from the cast and the staff before he closes his case. Tricky timing and stage business, 
the assorted relations of the company, and a bit of old scandal help the adding up for 
a final curtain. Theatrical detail keeps this show busy rather than showy. 


REPRINTS for January 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Alexander, David - TERROR ON BROADWAY Spicer, Bart - TAMING OF CARNEY WILDE 
O'Hara, John - HOPE OF HEAVEN Thompson, Thomas - THE STEEL WEB 


(Each $.35) 


Byrne, Brendan - 3 WEEKS TO A BETTER MEMORY Lindner, Robert - THE FIFTY MINUTE HOUR 
Henry, Will - WHO RIDES WITH WYATT Roberts, Richard Emery - LAST FRONTIER 
Jenkins, Dorothy H. - THE COMPLETE BOOK Steinbeck, John - SWEET THURSDAY 

OF ROSES 


($.50) - Masters, John - COROMANDEL 


Bantam Biographies (Each $.50) (New line) s 


Allen, Frederick Lewis - THE GREAT PIERPONT Hackett, Francis- PERSONAL HISTORY OF HENRY 
MORGAN THE EIGHTH 


Ludwig, Emil - CLEOPATRA 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Brand, Christianna - FOG OF DOUBT McCaig, Robert D. - WEST 
Disney, Doris Miles - STRAW MAN Reese, John - THE HIGH PASSES 
Stone, Hampton - THE MURDER THAT WOULDN'T STAY SOLVED 
(Each $.35) 


Fallada, Hans - THE DRINKER Mankiewicz, Don - TRIAL 
Rice, Grantland - THE TUMULT AND THE SHOUTING 


First Editions (Each $.25) 


MacDonald, John D. - APRIL EVIL Riskin, Shepard - TEXAS BLOOD RED 
Samuels, Charles & Louise - NIGHT FELL ON GEORGIA 


($.95) - Einstein, Charles - WHILE THE CITY ($.50) - THE HAMMOND-DELL CURRENT WORLD ATLAS 


SLEEPS 
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DOUBLEDAY - ANCHOR BOOKS for January 19th 
Burckhardt, Jacob - THE AGE OF CONSTANTINE Dantzig, Tobias - NUMBER, THE LANGUAGE OF 
; & THE GREAT ($1.25) SCIENCE (3. 95) i 
Lubell, Samuel - THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN POLITICS ($.95) | 
GARDEN CITY (Each $1.98) 
Kraines & Thetford - LIVE AND HELP LIVE Slaughter, Frank - THE HEALER 


| 
| 
i 
GROSSET & DUNLAP | 


Douglas, Lloyd - DR. HUDSON'S SECRET Dumas, Alexandre-THE COUNT OF MONTRE CRISTO 
JOURNAL ($1.49) ($4.95) 


Tlamsa, George et al - fds. - THE NEW Masters, John - BHOWANI JUNCTION (32-95) 
WORLD-WIDE STAMP CATALOG-Vol I ($4.00) | 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (NALO - Original) 
Mentor {$.35) - Grosser, Maurice C. - THE PAINTER'S EYE 


($.25) Stgnet ($.35) 
Himes, Chester - THE PRIMITIVE (NALO) Burlingame, Roger - GENERAL BILLY MITCHELL 
Mahannah, Floyd - STOPOVER FOR MURDER Hamner, Earl, Jr. - FIFTY ROADS TO TOWN 


($.75) - Thompson, Morton - NOT AS A STRANGER (February 1) 
POCKET BOOKS, INC. (Each $.25) | 


4 Dean, Amber - THE DEVIL THREW DICE Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE ANGRY MOURNER | 
' Ermine, Will -RIDER OF THE MIDNIGHT RANGE Smith, H. Allen- THE COMPLEAT PRACTICAL JOKER | 
Richmond, Roe - DEATH RIDES THE DONDRINO .? 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Caldwell, Taylor - NEVER VICTORIOUS, NEVER Lott, Milton - THE LAST HUNT 
DEFEATED Turnbull, Agnes Sligh - THE GOWN OF GLORY 
Woody, Elizabeth - THE POCKET COOK BOOK 


Permabooks 







($.25) 
M'Intosh, J. T. - WORLD OUT OF MIND Cross, Milton -STORIES OF GREAT OPERAS ($.50) 
Peace, Frank - EASY MONEY Slaughter, Frank G.- A TOUCH OF GLORY /$.35) 






Pocket Library Edition ($.35) - Geist, Stanley - Fd. - FRENCH STORIES AND TALES 
POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 










Ard, William - MR. TROUBLE d'Alessio, Gregory - THESE WOMEN 

Brand, Max - BROTHERS ON THE TRAIL Glendinning, Richard - CARNIVAL GIRL 

Cook, Will - THE FIGHTING TEXAN Laredo, Johnny - COME AND GET ME 
Marshall, Rosamond - MISTRESS OF ROGUES 








Eagle Books (Each $.25) 







Ketchum, Philip - LONGHORN STAMPEDE Manor, Jason - NO HALO FOR ME 












* Giant ($.35) - Feder, Sid & Joesten, Joachim - THE LUCIANO STORY 


Special ($.25) - CROSSWORD PUZZLES 
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IN THE NEWS 
January 10 


Stevenson, Adlai E. Harper ” 
WHAT I THINK $3.00 


* We are fortunate in our span of life to have three such men as Winston Churchill, 
Franklin Roosevelt and Adlai Stevenson, who have raised politics to the plane of states- 
manship and diplomacy, who speak often as though inspired, and whose speeches bear read- 
ing and rereading. The continued sale of The Major Campaign Speeches and Call to Great- 
ness support this contention in regard to Stevenson. And now- with his declared candidacy 
for nomination, this collection of speeches since 1952 has a predictable sale. For Democrats 
everywhere it is a heartening reassessment of goals, an appraisal of political ethics, a 
statement of basic principles of government and business, freedom and conformity. The im- 
pact on contemporary opinion is considerable; the analysis of his own political and econo- 
mic beliefs is challenging. Here is a man who is realistic in his faith in democratic ca- 
pitalism and the common purpose and obligations of the partners,- business, labor and go- 
vernmente He sees the danger in mass manipulations; he sees the opportunities, the social 
implications, the need for cooperation in world leadership. He recognizes the assets and 
liabilities of: the economic colossus we have become - and the perils, exaggerated abroad. 
He feels that we must fulfill our destiny through making good conditions last, and by mag- 
nanimity not materialism. The status of the Democratic Party he explores, charting its 
accomplishments- and some of its shortcomings. He weighs the perilous farm problem, ad- 
vances some arguments for his own position. He has nothing but scorn for the failures of 
the Republican Party in the matter of conservation, feeling they are embarked on a give- 
away program. He explodes some of the cliches, but discusses the imbalance in our foreign 
policy that has given ground to distrust. The menace of ignorance and fear he sees as 
surface symptoms of a moral crisis and warns against them. On foreign policy he is criti- 


cal but not condemnatory, feeling that much has been accomplished- but much lost in the & 
weakness and inconsistencies, the confusion of aims, the ineptitude, in the yawning gap 

between big words and little deeds. The book as it stands is a superb summation of Steven- 
son's political creed. Certainly an important first gun in the political campaign. 


(L0:55-11788 ) 


AN IMPORTANT BOOK- DON'T OVERLOOK IT 


February 1 


Fischer, Louis Harper 
THIS IS OUR WORLD $5.00 


Over the years Louis Fischer's preocupation with the diverse roles of Gandhi and 
Stalin have given him intimate knowledge of both Russia and India. Of Men and Politics 
revealed still wider concern. Now, in this three times round the world encompassed by 
Europe and Asia, Fischer has been able to check and doublecheck his findings. He reports 
from top level down, and his report serves to set the contemporary scene for drawing con- 
clusions. His own conclusions are of less importance in the end impression than the vi- 
vid picture one gets of place and people, of points of view, of government and politics, 
of nationalism on the march, of relative importance- one area against another. From England 
to continental Europe, to Asia (India, Burma, Thailand, Indo-china, Indonesia, Japan, the 
Philippines ); back again to Europe, this time including France and Italy, Germany,Yugoslavia, 
Turkey, Israel. Always he weighs the role of Communism, and- for the most part- leaves the 
impression that Moscow has had more setbacks than victories, that China is proving more of 
a problem than a solution, that we still can avoid war. There's a wide span of valuable in- 
formation here, and this is a book that bears close study, challenge,comprehension. At times 
his open criticism of policies of Washington (and other national capitals) may rouse anta- 
gonism, but the criticism is soundly reasoned and salutary. A book that is needed. * 
(Lc :55-8020) 
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These Have a Good Chance 



























Fascinating reading, for the addicts, THE SECRET OF THE HITTITES by C. W. Ceram (Knopf), 

@ autobiographical study of a controversial figure in literature in A HOUSE OF CHILDREN | 
by Joyce Cary (Harper); the Gershwin story, A JOURNEY TO GREATNESS by David Ewen (Holt). | 
See reports in pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
January 9 © 


Ceram, C. W. Knopf 
THE SECRET OF THE HITTITES $5.00 


. * This is a successor to Ceram's absorbing Gods, Graves and Scholars (1951) 
and for many of us it provides what is virtually a rewriting of much of what consti- 
tuted the required course in Ancient History in our schooldays. For this is the almost 
incredible story of how a wholly new body of knowledge of a people that flourished 
2000 years BC has been built up in the last 75 years,- by excavation, by research, by 
reasoning. The Hittites now emerge as an Indo-European race; their power extended 
over Asia Minor as far as Syria; they fought successful wars against Egypt and dis- 
integrated only when their capital city was destroyed by fire and their youngér people 
migrated. This began to come to light through a series of chance discoveries, sparked 
before its significance was realized in the search for another goal, Tavium, by an 
archaelogist named Texier. Even earlier Sheik Ibrahim (actually a Swiss Orientalist) 
discovered in the bazaar at Hamoth on the Orentes, a different type of hieroglyphic 
writing. But it was after the further discovery of extensive, unsuspected ruins on 
the Euphrates in 1879, that identification with the Hittites of the Bible was made by 
. Sayce. Here was the forgotten third great power. Here the records of the wars, the 
_ laws, the civilian organization. A new language emerged- was identified and ultimately 
deciphered. Much of the work was haphazard, but even the amateurish procedures of 
Winckler, philologist supreme, whose interest lay in the inscriptions, and the excava- 
tions by Battel with their contribution to further architectural knowledge, combined 
to build the now known facts. Fascinating reading- the gradual revelation of a great 
segment of history. (L1C:53-9457) 





ee 
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January 10 “ | 


Sandford, Christine Macmillan 
THE LION OF JUDAH HATH PREVAILED $3.75 


By the author of Etktopia Under Haile Selassie, this new book replaces the 
former as a calm yet firm appreciation of a small state and its wise, patient ruler. 
Now recognized as one of the most enlightened eastern rulers, Haile Selassie was born 
and raised in rugged circumstances in the country outside Addis Ababa where a full 
education prepared him for his first governorship in 1909 and in 1930, for kingship. 
Alerted to the economic and spiritual needs of his country both within its own bound- 
aries and in relation to the world, Haile Selassie was to have little real opportunity 
to practise his precepts until after the Italian occupation and his forced abdication. 
Mrs. Sandford describes the injustices of the attack with simple clarity. She out- 
lines as well Ethiopia's history from the time of Sheba's and Solomon's establishment 
of a line of kings who later saw the establishment of the Christian religion as their 
own. Now with the firm conviction of Ethiopia's role as a potential mediator for good 
in a troubled world and of the benefits of educaticn for his people, Haile Selassie has 
resumed his position guided by an examplary idealism. Photographs. 
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January 17 


Labaree, Leonard W. & Yale University Press 


Bell, Whitfield J., Jr.- Eds. 
MR. FRANKLIN $3.75 


* A selection- from the projected new edition of the complete writings of Franklin, 
to be in at least 25 volumes, the first of which is expected to be issued in 1959, - of 
personal letters will commemorate the 250th anniversary of his birth. The 27 included re- 
flect some of the aspects and interests of the man as he writes of family doings; counsels 
young people; commiserates on death; sends notes on scientific things, printing, the arts 
in America, preservation in wine, payment for war, ballooning, independence; reports a 
conversation with an ll-year-old girl; cautions his wife against extravagance, etc., etc. 
There are to be 6 full color illustrations, a binding in keeping with the handsome type 
format; Life is to run a third of the book in its January 9th issue; the first printing of 
15,000 is already sold out. Certainly a good deal - especially for the price. And certain- 
ly an easier sale than Benjamin Franklin (Hanover House) immediately following even if this 
is really only a footnote to that biography. A most attractive - and attracting - book. 


(Lc :56-5026) 
January 23 


Keyes, Nelson Beecher Hanover House 
BEN FRANKLIN: An .‘ffectionate Portrait $2.95 


An adequate biography of one of America's greatest follows an orthodox course in 
tracing Franklin's career as it fills in his early years with some probable happenings and 
continues to give the outstanding facts of his better known life later. Tenth son, to be 


tithed to the Lord, Ben was out of step with his prim background and his eager mind took 
him from Boston to Philadelphia, where Quaker influence became of great importance. Print- 
ing, medicine, health, science, politics, public welfare, insurance, propaganda, lending 
libraries, diplomacy - on and on his interests grew; there was England, and there was the 
post office here; he was 70 when he was termed a revolutionary; France and his great esteem 
there and his position as a new world citizen; and there was America again with important 
things to be done up to his death at 85. This is a wholehearted acceptance of the cubits 
that added to the stature of the man, from personal to civic and patriotic conscience; from 
hoaxes and wit to endeavors and enterprises; from ambassador to father and friend - ina 
factful rather than creative life story. (1C:56-5408) 


Carr, Archie Knopf 
THE WINDWARD ROAD $4.50 


A naturalist with a taste for adventure as a state of mind and equipped with the 
heart for it proves an absorbing storyteller as he wanders the Caribbean coasts in search 
of the facts behind the sea turtle lore. Even if one has never heard of a "Ridley", one 
finds himself following their mysterious trail with gusto. As Mr. Carr proceeds on his 
way, lying on his back to watch the sloths in Limon, noting the ways of the forests and 
the special mora forest of Trinidad, seeking the song of the paradox frog or digging for 
the nest of a trunkback turtle with the help of a woman, her horse and her dog, he savors 
acquaintances with folk of vari-color and culture As a result of his work, he points out 
the need to save nesting beaches for the green turtle, once the food of Conquistadores and 
now that of gourmets. A book that will create armchair naturalists.Illustrated.(1C:559277) 
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January 23 


Whitney, Courtney Knopf 
MACARTHUR: HIS RENDEZVOUS WITH HISTORY $6.75 


As laudatory as The Untold Story of Douglas MacArthur by Frazier Hunt (1954) 
and MacArthur: 1941-1951 by Willoughby and Chamberlain (1954), this leaves us wonder- 
ing still when MacArthur's real story will be told. Roughly, General Whitney, whose 
account recently appeared in life in shortened form, follows the familiar outline of 
campaigns and personal achievements that filled the decade between Pearl Harbor and 
the Korean War. His text is written with a combination of military precision and ro- 
manticized appraisals of his chief. Beginning with the prelude to the Japanese attack 
there are strong criticisms of an inattentive, ambiguous Washington that obviously 
knew no reinforcements could be sent to the Philippines yet never revealed this fact 
and left MacArthur to be edged back and finally out and down to Australia. Playing 
up the drama of his comeback, General Whitney puts color into his panorama of the New 
Guinea campaign, final victory and the occupation of Japan. The benefits of political 
and economic freedom MacArthur brought to the vanquished are presented as sound evidence 
for the practical execution of his ideals of unified command, loyalty and the sover- 
eignty of the military in certain prescribed areas. Called to duty again in Korea, 
MacArthur receives full credit for a brilliant display of military coordination, full 
vindication for the insubordination of which he was so unjustly accused, again by a 
mis-motivated Washington. Partisanly written, this record nevertheless fails on what 
it does not say and the brush-off of the many criticisms of MacArthur. (LC:55-5801) 


Atkinson, D. T. World 
MAGIC, MYTH AND MEDICINE $5.00 


A more extensive, and content-wise, less familiar history of the healing art 
than Kenneth Walker's The Story of Medicine (Oxford- 1955), here the long cavalcade of 
life and pain saving accomplishments is charted through their innovators. Dr. Atkinson 
concentrates on the earliest recorded minutes of medicine, from the superstitions and 
taboos of primitive péoples, to the Egyptians, Babylonians and Hebrews- while archeo- 
logical findings and the Bible supplement other sources. The Greek Hippocrates, Roman 
Galen, Arabian Nestor precede some less known figures of the middle ages when the 
English Gilbertus Anglicus advanced "barbery"; the Jewish Balavignus promoted sanitation 
to fight the plague; the Venetian de Covina established the first quarantine; the German 
Agrippa advocated mercy rather than abuse for the insane. Paracelsus, Pare, Vesalius, 
Harvey, Jenner and Semmelweis, Long, Lister, Reed and Gorgas, the diseases they isolated, 
therapies and techniques they introduced, bring this survey to the borderline of modern 
medicine....Responsible in scholarship, but not academic, Dr. Atkinson has a great deal 
of little known material at his disposal and its disposition is not dull. It does how- 
ever predicate an established interest along these lines. (LC :56-5306) 


January 24 


Disher, Maurice Willson Macmillan 
VICTORIAN SONG From Dive to Drawing Room $4.50 


Mr. Disher takes us over the lyric and misty course of Victorian ballads in 
a pleasant stroll, in distinctly British countryside with familiar landmarks. As he 
frolics through the varied offerings, from sea dirges to earthy cockney to solemn 
sentiment, he points out some choice bits on song origins, provides an unforgettable 
picture of Patti cracking the extra top notes of Home Sweet Home and of the cyclers 
on the Bois in 1868 as well as shades in the gloaming. The book is full of lyrics, 
illustrations of various aspects of Victorian life - mainly putting across the idea 
that everyone sang as today everyone watches TV or tries to "how-to". Still, es- 
sentially a reminiscent item. "Fronts" illustrate. 
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January 24 


Roy 
THE POPE $h .00 & 


Based on the author's recent interviews at the Vatican, and also on flashbacks 
revealing the Pope's moral and political involvement in modern, European affairs, this is 
partially a biography. But it also reviews in close detail the affairs of state in Weimar 
and Nazi Germany, portrays some of the inner functions of the Vatican, so that perhaps the 
exact category is unidentifiable. The chief interest and value of this book is surely 
historical. The Pontiff, as Eugene Pacelli, delivered to the Kaiser the peace proposals 
of Pope Benedict XV, and served later as Papal Nuncio in Berlin and as Secretary of State 
for the Church. During those stormy years, he knew and dealt with world leaders and was 
at the source of all power shifts From 1939, when crowned, until the present time, he 
has guided the Church through Fascism, Nazism, Communism, and above all sought to redeem 
and reconcile the forces which have come to the Vatican for conquest, for statecraft, for 
asylum. There are many endearing touches about the personal simplicity- and modernity- of 
the Pope; his electric shaver; the birds which visit daily at his window; his kneeling to 
pray on the rubble of Rome before it was declared an Open City. Prince Constantine com- 
bines piety with common sense and the information here has a genuine importance. A sec- 
cular audience will respect the book, often enjoy it; Catholic readers will find it heart- 


warming. (LC:56-5048) 


Constantine, Prince of Bavaris 


January 30 


Vincenz, Stanislaw Roy 
ON THE HIGH UPLANDS $6.00 
This English selection from a three-volume Polish work about the people of the & 
Carpathians, the Huculs, offers readers of folk material a rich treasure. Here is the 
authentic voice of a people of forest and farm who combine magic and religion (reminiscent 
of Tibet) in facing life and who have an honorable history of heroes. There is Dobosz, 
the Robin Hood of the Carpathians, Tanasenko, the ancient who talks back to the priests 
at a hilarious christening party, Wasyluk who rebelled against local administration and. 
took his pledge and plaint to Joseph II of Austria, the Jewish tailor who was invited to 
Spain so that the Christians there might have the experience of loving an enemy. Both the 
folk who spin the stories and the figures they tell of with pride and humor are vital. 


Illustrated. (LC:55-9310) 
January-31 2V) 


4 


Macmillan 


de Grunwald, Constantin 
PETER THE GREAT $4 £50 


Peter the Great was as varied as the immense lands he ruled, and very little of 
the man is missed in this present biography. It also captures to an unusual degree the 
social structure, religious hierarchy and economic plight of 17th century Russia. Peter, 

a violent figure, killed with his own hands anyone who displeased him. He caroused furi- 

Ously, yet was intensely devoted to the Church. A brilliant leader in the wars he waged, 

he was also an adept shipbuilder, armorer, gunner, engineer, drummer, cabinet maker, 

dentist. He founded the huge port and capitol of St. Petersburg, and with the same vision 

and energy shaved the beards of the Muscovian nobility, modernized the dress of the times, 

and revamped the laws of government and marriage. He also brought science and scientific 
thinking to Russia. Nothing is more curious or extraordinary about the Tsar than his union 

with Catherine I, who rose from oblivion to mistress, wife and successor of the Tsar. Even 

her infidelities were concealed and forgiven... The narrative is vivid, compact and compel- » 
ling- and this is a sound introduction to a subject who has not too great an appeal for a 


present-day audience. 
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Cary, Joyce Harper 
A HOUSE OF CHILDREN $3.50 


A sunlit reminscence is filled with the "sensations of childhood" as much as / 
the memories thereof, keyed by the sense of expectation and imminent discovery of the 
young, and crowded with the brothers and sisters and cousins, uncles and aunts who were 
so much a part of a boyhood in Donegal. Here, in a house by a sea lough of a widowed 
aunt, and for a time under the lax vigilance of an unorthodox tutor- Pinto, the child- 
ren were fairly free in their individual and collective pursuits, and along with the 
excitement of their escapades, there is the pleasant intimacy of their association. So 
that all are to share in the doubt and disgust aroused by Frances’ marriage to "Dingbat"- 
a dull figure; in admiration for Delia whose dark vitality and protective affection 
cOlors their lives; in Delia‘s concern for her brother Robert- constantly miserable 
after his social failure away at school; in the dramatic activities- in the town- and 
at home- after Aunt Hersey directs her charms and energies to this end; and Harry, | 
Philip, and Kathy- of assorted ages- complete the group of youngsters as they follow 
their divergent interests.... Published for the first time here, but published many 
years ago in England where it has recently appeared again, this is a fond and fragment- 
ary memoir which retains the immediacy and spontaneity of a happy time. Conjecturally, I 
however, this will not attract as wide an audience as his novels in this country. 
(LC :55-11282 ) 


Winwar, Frances Le Harper 
WINGLESS VICTORY “| |- $5.00 





0 ee erent eee 


The story of d'Annunzio and Eleonora Duse covers a broad span of Italy's 
literary and theatrical history, with- at the close- something of political history as 
well. D'Annunzio was a sensual genius, whose love affairs were common knowledge and 
who used successive mistresses to spark his creative gifts. His love poems were pu- 
blished while he was virtually a schoolboy; he eloped with a titled beauty- and de- £z 
serted her for others within three years. Duse came well along in his Casanova career- cal 
and the world knew of their love for she was as vivid a personality as he, though she 
was recognized through her art - and he for his flamboyant exhibitionism. But even 
Duse could not hold him, though when he went on to others, her suffering scarcely dimmed 
with the years. Throughout the exotic story, the close linking of d'Annunzio's passions 
and his writings is evident. Duse risked her art on the stage for fulfillment of her 
love. Towards the end of his life, d'Annunzio became one of Italy's sensational fliers 
in wartime - and later held an equivocal position in defense of Fiume, retiring only 
for the cause of the land he loved- play actor to the end. This latest of Frances 
Winwar's fictionalized biographies is almost as lush in the writing as is the substance 
with which she deals. There will be those who will like it better than this reader. 


(LC :55-11967) 


Ives, Elizabeth Stevenson & Morrow 
Dolson, Hildegarde $i 00 
MY BROTHER ADLAI 


Even if Adlai Stevenson were not to be nominated, this biography, written by 
his sister, would stand as an eloquent portrait, and a warm picture of upper class 
American life. Here is no "glitter and the gold" - but a sound, appreciative, funda- 
mentally American family, with roots deep in the mid West to which their forbears had 
come, with staunch American principles, sturdy economic foundations, ideals of culture, 
education, civic responsibility. From this background Adlai Stevenson comes, and his 
sister has written straightforwardly of their growing up years in Bloomington, Illinois, 
of his personality in process of growth, of schooling and first interest in politics, 

of public service- Washington and overseas and in the budding United Nations. Then came 
the challenge to run for Governor of his home state, the campaign, the term of office 
with its memorable achievements. And - in final chapters- the nomination- unsought- 

as Democratic candidate; the campaign; the dignity in defeat. Throughout, there are nice 
anecdotes, human slants on a personality that has won worldwide admiration, extracts 


Joe apne re ag A ene ene 
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from speeches and writings. Not important on the score of biographical writing, but 
effortless and pleasant reportage. The market now will rest largely on the renewed in- 
terest in Adlai Stevenson. Tie in with the new collection of his speeches, What I Think, << 


reviewed on p. 876. 
February l 23/7 


Morrow 


Salter, Cedric 
INTRODUCING SPAIN $4.00 


A leisurely and tasteful appreciation of the Iberian peninsula gears itself to 
the traveler whose first ambition is not to do things as cheaply as possible but to enjoy 
what he does. Chapter by chapter, Mr. Salter's book roams country and customs, recalling 
history and making comparisons with our own ways as it goes. Prefaced with an introduction 
that sufficiently covers the general aspects of Spain, as well as the prices one can expect 
to pay for various kinds of accomodations and meals, the chapters following probe more deep- 
ly into the special characteristics of each district. In Madrid we are introduced to bull- 
fights, warned that they may not be to our liking (Salter himself disclaims being a real 
afficionado) and given solid reasons for their popularity. In Granada we meet the colorful 
(if modernized) gipsy and his equally colorful dance, the flamenco. In Barcelona we meet 
the business man, and so forth. Essentially, the book adds nothing new to an already plenti- 
ful supply of material on Spain, but it is freshly written, with an engaging appreciation. 


February 2 


Lewis, C. S. Harcourt, Brace 
SURPRISED BY JOY $3.50 


The story of an intellectual questing reveals the opening doors, the tools of 


thought and the widening vision that led to the author's accepting Christianity. His pic- 
tures of his life in Ireland and England, after the death of his mother, mirror the deve- 
loping closeness to his brother and their widening separation from their demanding, mercu- 
rial, insensitive father. His descriptions of his life in various schools ranks the types 
of teaching and customs prevalent for their effect upon him, as fagging, pederasty, punish- 
ments and priggishness occurred. There is the growth of aetheism, the shadows of depres- 
sion; there are the many able and important mentors, at school and among his tutors; there 
is World War I and further knowledge of the lives and thoughts of others; and there is God 
closing in as he rejects Theism for Christianity, "a dejected and reluctant convert" at the 
time but now an assured and professing believer. A well-mannered journey of interest to 
the followers of his religious titles, the readers of his Screwtape Letters, while those 
who have followed his children's books will find the impetus for those stories here. 

(LC 256-5329) 


February 6 


Leyda, Jay & New York University Press 


Bertensson, Sergei $5.00 
SERGEI RACHMANINOFF 


A creditable biography of the composer-pianist, this is a rather remote piece 
of writing which extends itself to exposition over interpretation. However, the authors 
do give a view of Rachmaninoff's early family background, follow him to Moscow and Zverev 
and Tschaikovsky, and continue to trace his steps around Europe and in America to the last 
footfall. Perhaps the most rewarding part of the book, which considers his works as they 
come but does not analyze them fully, is the inclusion of numerous letters - to the Satins, 
to the mysterious "Re", to colleagues and friends. We have a view of the music and thea- 
re world as the composer enjoys the friendship of Chekov and Chaliapin, conducts at the * 
Bolshoi Theatre or records with Kreisler in later years. Rachmaninoff's fears and general 
personality are touched upon but not probed. Definitely for devotees. Thoroughly docu- 
mented. (LC:55-10065) 
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February 6 


Burke, Norah Norton 
JUNGLE CHILD $3.50 


Norah Burke returns to the Himalayan foothills for a memoir of her childhood 
as the daughter of a Forest Officer serving His Majesty's Government. Her recall ex- 
tends to the hunting of the marauding tigers and panthers, to imitating the myriad 
monkeys, to witnessing the social life of Lansdowne in the rainy season, to visiting 
the great Ganges. The period before World War I is effectively revived as we learn 
of dress, of the great family house at Auberies to which the family returned at last- 
a house in the making since it was only 125 years old! And there is a hint of the de- 
voted, courageous service of the parents who spent so many years in India. 


~ * 


February 6<1 7 Le 


Berton, Pierre Knopf 
THE MYSTERIOUS NORTH $5 .00 


A Vancouver Sun newsman who grew up in Dawson City for his first eleven years 
and who has explored the Canadian North since the war brings a good deal of atmosphere 
to his writing on an oddly inticing country. He covers a lot of territory in his 
flights - to discover the truth of the legendary tropical Nahanni valley, to trace the 
trail of '48 and document the dying town of Dawson, to land a group of Harvard natural- 
ists for a summer on Bylot's Island. Mr. Berton packs a sackful of odd facts into his 
pages, giving a kaleidoscopic picture of the North Country and its many facets - life 
on the tundra, the ways of the lemmings and caribou, the maintenance of the Alaskan 
hiway, the wonderful pilots who give the country unity and bring aid to isolated trap- 
pers and tribes. From Barren to Boom Country, the North Country calls with its wild- 
ness and wealth. The writing dips but levels out again at some height. (LC:55-9272) 


February 13 


Ewen, David Henry Holt 
A JOURNEY TO GREATNESS $4.00 S 


A vibrant biography of George Gershwin which while never strictly personal 
always effects immediacy and gives a well organized view of Gershwin's development as 
an artist and of what he produced - and the fabric of a life devoted to the achieve- 
ment of artistic validity in popular music. From boyhood this was the ideal of the 
dynamic Gershwin, who realized his love of music when he heard Max Rosen practicing 
(Gershwin was then ten). From teachers better forgotten to Hambitzer, then to Tin 
Pan Alley and Broadway with Jolson singing Swanee, Gershwin and his star rose. We see 
Gershwin as a person whose self esteem and need to be the center of attraction was 
tempered by generosity toward colleagues and by his great gifts. He wanted to put 
Roualt into music; he "shouted" with the Gullah Negroes to gather material for his 
Porgy; he consulted Zilboorg for his "composer's stomach"; he entertained lavishly and 
trained in his own gym; he loved the ladies and was stricken when Paulette Goddard 
would not leave Chaplin for him. This is the dramatic figure dominating pages that 
also appraise his works. The comparison of Ira Gershwin and George, devoted and suc- 


cessful together, is delightful. Somehow the pulse of Gershwin and show business enters 


here. Lists of recordings recommended, the plot of Porgy and Bess; best songs and | 
first performers - appendix. (1C:56-6192) 
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February 13 


Ping-Chia Kuo Knopf 
CHINA: NEW AGE AND NEW OUTLOOK $3.75 S 


Seeing the changes in China as part of an integral evolution, the author care- 
fully scrutinizes the present regime with equal concern for what has gone before, thus 
placing it in greater perspective than the current books have generally done. He des- 
cribes the organization of China previous to 200 B.C. as feudal, when land was not sold 
and there was a stability which was lost thereafter when landlords sought power through 
land sale and formed an untouchable aristocracy of power with the military and the scho- 
lastics. He penetrates the interaction of the Communists with the Kuomintang Revolution 
and Sun's efforts to better the people's livelihood and follows the growing Red line that 
maneuvered through the Japanese war to unite the Chinese. Here are new insights in to 
the significance of the Geneva and Bandung conferences, to land reform and the industrial- 
ization of the North in relation to the agriculturalization of the South and here finally 
is the plea for positive respect for China that goes further than mere recognition. Stimu- 
lating material for all interested parties. (LC:56-5605) 


Knopf 
AMERICAN WINES AND WINE-MAKING $4.50 


Wagner, Philip 


Whether or not Philip Wagner is remembered for his earlier book American Wines 
and How to Make Them, will be of little importance in the success of this as an economical 
and expertly written analysis, not only of wine but of the history of our wines. As a wine 
grower himself, in Maryland, Mr. Wagner knows what he is talking about and how to write of 
it intriguingly. After a definitive chapter on wines and the grape which reveals America 
as a natural grape country with an admirable wine making heritage from Europe, we come to 
the matter at hand- American wine itself. Full explanations follow on the best locations 
on the east and west coasts, on the anatomy of the grape, on necessary equipment for es- 
tablishing a vineyard and making one's own wine. The suggestions offered are for making 
small quantities of wine but even professionals could profit from the techniques. There 
are also ample details as to the qualities and characters of wines, good and bad- red, white 
and sparkling, and at the last, an appreciation of wine with meals sensibly points up a 


real pleasure. (10:56-5436) 
February 2 2 


Alexander, Lloyd Crowell 
MY FIVE TIGERS $3.00 


An affectionate addict of the cat species devotedly follows their every step in 
a well written book on five cats of the wild domestic breed of diminutive tiger. The author 
was introduced to cats by his wife and subjection quickly began. His imaginative and pa- 
tient descriptions of the cats who owned him and their ways of life will warm the cat lover's 
heart. Rabbit, the tiger alley cat, with his penchant for club and outdoors life; Heath- 
cliff, the Persian humbug, who brought up David the semi-Siamese; the many-toed Solomon and 
Moira, who upset the order of Rabbit's kingdom, are the central figures here.(1C:56-5323) 


Diaz del Castillo, Bernal Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST OF MEXICO $6.50 


The A. P. Maudslay translation of the Spanish historical classic was first pu- 
blished in England in 1928 and is now made available to the United States. Born in 1492, 
Diaz went to the new world as a young man and served in several expeditionary forces. 
Among them was Cortez' conquest of Mexico and the bulk of his book is a lively personal 
account of the years immediately following Cortez' entry in 1519. Diaz wrote his book 
as an Old man after he had become governor of Santiago de Guatemala and as a recall of one = 
of history's high points, made by an active searching mind, it is extremely readable. Fa- 
miliar characters- Cortez, Montezuma, Dona Marina- and the plots and counterplots engen- 
dered by their desires and treacheries, come to life. If this account lacks a sympathy 
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and insight such as that of Fray Bartolome de las Casas, who championed the Indians, 
it nevertheless reveals an expert journalism, a fascination with surroundings and 
strong Spanish conviction. (1C:56-5758) 


February at fj 3 / is” 


Godley, John, Lord Kilbracken ; Houghton, Mifflin 4 
LIVING LIKE A LORD oi 4 SL. ae 


From the work - and play - book of the 3rd Baron Kilbracken, of County 
Leitrim, Ireland, come these chapters of incidents, areas and developments of his life 
to date. And quite a change they are from a peer of the realm. For the book is made 
up of episodes, consecutive but not connected:- an adventure during the war; his one- 
time gift of dreaming winners of horse races; his invitation to attend the centenary 
of the Province of Canterbury, New Zealand, where his great grandfather had founded 
the capital, Christchurch, and his travels there by land (except where the sea inter- 
vened); the many necessary documents and the time consumed in taking his seat in the 
House of Lords; hiring the required court dress for Queen Elizabeth's coronation; hunt- 
ing treasure; meeting John Huston and living through the unnerving experience of a 
screen test for a part in Moby Dick, then scriptwriting for the picture; the years his 
mother's play went the rounds; trying to keep and restore his home, Killegar, in Ire- 
land . There are interviews and stories along the way that add to a rambling, good 
natured account of luck and chance coloring a zestful life. Entertaining and enthu- 
siastic. (1C:56-5056) 


Syrett, Harold C.- £d. } > | Lippincott 
THE GENTLEMAN AND THE TIGER 2 | $6.00 


A posthumous autobiography- pruned from a lengthy typescript left with the 
New York Historical Society. McClellan, who was the devoted son of a Civil War leader, 
rescues himself from oblivion in these candid, laughing pages by sheer force of charm. 
Under Tammany he rise to be Mayor of New York and Congressman; when his political career 
languished, he took up academic life, and prepared three successful- if unprepossessing- 
works on Italian history. But McClellan's true distinction lay in his own integrity, 
and his flashing perceptions of the follies and connivances of his fellow man. He writes 
devastatingly of Cleveland, McKinley, Teddy Roosevelt, Bryan, Wilson, Carnegie, Morgan, 
Henry George, Pulitzer, Augustus Saint-Gaudens; he knew and observed mercilessly yellow 
journalists, ward heelers, professors, all who helped compound the corpus of public life. 
McClellan is typically at his best in describing Seth Low, who would rot allow his fa- 
ther's death to intrude on a breakfast of buckwheat cakes... This is aimed successfully 
at students of backstairs Americana and general political commentary. (1C:56-5859) 


Prescott, Orville : Random House Fas 
THE FIVE-DOLLAR GOLD PIECE 2/3 , AE Bh 
The reading public has bottomless curiosity about what makes writers tick. 
Here is a critic writing about his own "development of a point of view" - a rather lim- 
ited definition of a professional autobiography. For here it is- from the $5 gold piece 
with which his grandmother bribed him to learn to read (thus opening a new world and 
a door he has never closed) - to his not always enviable position as a major critic, 
on the daily New York Times. The years between are high lighted by the books he read- 
and how often the pattern is one that finds parallels in the development of taste of 
others in his field. Some backward glances are inevitably amusing - some challenging- 
all provide a satisfying sense of travelling again familiar paths. An odd assortment 
of schools - and a reasonably consistent job approach to his chosen field form back-' 
ground and springboard for the central theme - the making of a critic in the contem= 
porary literature scene. For the unimitable there are tempting glimpses behind the 
scenes. Orville Prescott's lecture audiences and the far greater number of his daily _ 
readers should spark an interest which should lead others to these pleasant memoirs. 
(LC :56-5202) 
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Published - More Gift Books 











Crown 


Simkin, Colin 
A CURRIER & IVES TREASURY $10.00 e 







Currier & Ives' prints have long been favorites with American collectors, more 
for their antiquarian interest than for their artistic value. Many of them are familiar 
through successive reproductions. But few people, other than connoiseurs, know that some 
7000 different prints were made by the firm (first Currier, than in partnership with Ives), 
and numerous artists painted the originals from which the lithographic prints were made. 
Best known among these artists were Tait, Durrie, Palmer, Severin, Worth, Cameron, Parsons, 
Atwater- and the best of each of these artists are included in this "treasury" of 80 prints. 
American scene,-rural, urban, maritime, prairie. Some are included for their sentimental 
value which has been evidenced over the years by their popularity. The text not only de- 
scribes the prints, but gives important informational data on the artist, the reproduction, 
the value. (LC:55-10175) 








































Foster-Harris ' Viking 
with illustrations by Evelyn Curro $7.50 


THE LOOK OF THE OLD WEST 


This might very well prove to be a permanent reference tool in the category of 
authentic facts about Western minutiae- from post-Civil War days to the end of the cen- 
tury. With the continued interest in true Westerns, the "vital statistics" of the Old 
West add up to what men wore, their horses and gear, their guns and other weapons, their 
homes- or what they used for shelters, the jobs they held, the implements of their farms, 
the horses, cattle, steers of the range, the ways they traveled, and all the impedimenta 
of daily living. This material is available in countless sources, but here a vast amount 
is brought together under one cover, with detailed drawings accompanying the text. And 
the style? Well, presumably Foster-Harris wants to make it sound as though he were talk- 
ing, colloquially, with a period and regional flavor to the slang and the lingo, and ad- 
dressing his remarks to an interested audience. It certainly won't strengthen the hand 
of the teacher of English as it should be spoken and written. The market? Those who are 
fascinated by facts about the Old West- readers of true Westerns and Western yarrs - and 
the boys (girls too) who find this still the most interesting segment of our country's 
history. (1C0:55-8439) 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


(R) O'Brien, John A.- HAPPY MARRIAGE- from 11/7 to 1/23/56 (Hanover House) 
759 (J) Good, Loren- PANCHITO- from 10/28 to 1/20 (Coward-McCann) 
813 Cost, March- THE UNKNOWN ANGEL- from 1/4 to 1/11 (Lippincott) 
813 Settle, Mary Lee- THE KISS OF KIN- from 1/4 to 2/1 (Harper) 
834 (R) Telfer, William- CYRIL OF JERUSALEM & NEMESIUS OF EMESA- from 12/5 to 
5/28 (Westminster) 


843 Davis, Dorothy Salisbury- MEN OF NO PROPERTY- from 1/2 to 2/2 (Scribner ) 
B45 Sanderson, Ivan T.- FOLLOW THE WHALE- postponed indefinitely (Little, Brown) 
B49 Ruppelt, Edward J.- THE REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS- definite 
price $4.50 (Doubleday ) 
850 Bove & Thomas- A PARIS SURGEON'S STORY- price from $4.00 to $4.50 (Little, Brown) 


Boyle, W-P.- CENTRAL AND FLEXIBLE STAGING- from 1/? to 2/6 (Univ. of Calif.) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JANUARY 
Poe eee ee 8 


CONTEMPORARY 


January 3- Waugh, Alec ISLAND IN THE SUN (Farrar, Straus) January 
Literary Guild selection. | 

January 9- Caldwell, Taylor TENDER VICTORY (McGraw-Hill) 

January 1l- Cost, March THE UNKNOWN ANGEL (Lippincott) 

January 12- MacLean, Alistair H.M.S. ULYSSES (Doubleday) : 

January 18- Packer, Joy VALLEY OF THE VINES (Lippincott) February 
Literary Guild selection. 


PERIOD, HISTORICAL 


January 2- Roberts, Kenneth BOON ISLAND (Doubleday ) 

January 4- Van de Water, F.F. WINGS OF THE MORNING (Ives Washburn) 
January 24- Marshall, Edison THE GENTLEMAN (Farrar, Straus) 
January ??- Solon, Gregory THE THREE LEGIONS (Random House) 


THRILLERS 


January 4- Lockridge, R. & F. LET DEAD ENOUGH ALONE (Lippincott) 
January 5- Boucher, Anthony- 4d. THE BEST FROM FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION 
(Doubleday) 


January 13- Nichols, Fan THE LONER (Simon & Schuster ) 
January 26- Tucker, Wilson THE MAN IN MY GRAVE (Rinehart) 


Oo hh eet fo Ft 3 ee 
BIOGRAPHY 


January +- Masters, John BUGLES AND A TIGER (Viking) January Book of 
the Month Club selection. 


January 4- Steegmuller, Francis THE GRAND MADEMOISELLE (Farrar, Straus) 
January 12- Randall, Ruth-P. LINCOLN'S SONS (Little, Brown) 


January 18- Cassini, Countess 
Marguerite NEVER A DULL MOMENT (Harper ) 


HISTORY- IN THE MAKING 


January 10- Stevenson, Adlai E. WHAT I THINK (Harper) 


HISTORY- LOOKING BACKWARDS 


January 3- Kennedy, John F. PROFILES IN COURAGE (Harper) 
January 9- Ceram, C. W. THE SECRET OF THE HITTITES (Knopf) 


January 17- Labaree & Bell MR. FRANKLIN (Yale) 





